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irrational . . you may: I never can . . suppose it to be insanity itself, would you, meeting a young man who had wandered over many countries in search "of a father, until his intellects are deranged, and who, in the fullness of his heart, addresses an utter stranger as the lost parent, dings to him, kisses him, sobs upon his breast, and finds comfort only by repeating father/ father!'would you, Mr Middleton, say to this affectionate fond creature, go home, sit quiet, be silent! and persuade hi™ that his father is lost to him?
Middleton.   God forbid!
MagliabecU. You have done it: do it no more. The madman has not heard you ; and the father will pardon you when you meet.
Middleton. Far be it from my wishes and from my thoughts *3Sf nn hinge those portals through which we must enter to the performance of our social duties: but I am sensible of no irreligion, I acknowledge no sorrow or regret, in having attempted to demonstrate that God is totally and far removed from our passions and infirmities, and that whatever seems fit to him, will never seem unfit in consequence of our entreaties. I would inculcate entire resignation to the divine decrees, acquiescence in the divine wisdom, confidence in the divine benevolence. There is something of frail humanity, something of its very decrepitude, in our ideas of God: We are foolish and ignorant in the same manner, and almost to the same degree, as those painters are, who append a grey beard to his chin, draw wrinkles across his brow, and cover !iim with a gaudy and flowing mantle.
Our Saviour does not command us to pray, although his example, for especial purposes, appears to countenance it. His nature, and the nature of his mission, might require this intercourse. He says only, 'when ye pray/ &c., or, in other words, 'if you will pray let your prayer be/ &c. For on more than one occasion, desirous as he was of interfering but little with established usages, he condemned the prayers of the Jews.
MagliabecU.   They were too long.
^Middleton:  They were not longer (as far as I know) than those

